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Mason, the poetical parson of Hull extraction, dis-
liked and scourged a good many of his contemporaries,
especially Sir William Chambers.* For him David
Hume was 'the fattest hog of Epicurus' sty; tho' drunk
with gallic wine3: Macpherson (i.e. 'Ossian' Macpher-
son) is 'Mac-Homer' who makes you gabble Erse: and
he will even kick the dead dog* Mallet, or Malloch, a
competent satirist and the 'beggarly Scotchman' of Dr.
Johnson's tirade (as recorded by Boswell). Beattie like-
wise pollutes the grave of the dead Churchill with some
extremely ill-natured lines j to which a fragment of
cringing self-excuse is prefixed. After Churchill's im-
polite Scots Pastoral The Prophecy of Famine., something
of the sort might have been expected from a country
that takes for its motto 'nemo me impune lacessif: and
Beattie, choosing the right moment for his punitive
measures, wrote safely of'hard-fated Bufo':
Driveling and dull, when crawls the reptile Muse,
Swoln from the sty, and rankling from the stews,
With envy, spleen, and pestilence replete,
And gorg'd with dust she lick'd from Treason's feet...
* v. An Heroic Epistle to Sir William Chambers, published 1773.
In this passage he is echoing the jibes against Scotchmen of
The Prophecy of Famine. He aspires, in his Epistle to Dr.
Shebbeare (published 1777), to be 'a second Churchill', and
like his model, he makes fun of Johnson:
O for a thousand tongues, and every tongue
Like Johnson's, armed with words of six feet long,
In multitudinous vociferation
To panegyricise this glorious nation.
f Lines on the Report of a Monument to be erected in
Westminster Abbey, to the memory of a late Author (i 765).